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• National bamboo area: 1.5 million ha, accounting for 15% of natural
forest (FSIV, 2009)

• Total export value of Vietnam bamboo industry in 2019: USD 350 
million (Vietnam farmer’ union, 2018)

• Playing an important role in providing jobs and improving livelihood 
for people in rural and mountainous areas (Nguyen Minh and Usha, 2011; Marsh and Demestre, 
2008a).

• Bamboo shoots: healthy food (rich proteins, vitamins, minerals and 
low fat, etc)

• Bamboo shoots have not been further processed for higher economic 
value

1. Bamboo sector

Source: authors’ field work

Source: internet
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Study area: Van Chan district, Yen Bai Province

• Bamboo area: 300 ha (Arundinaria sp, known as Sặt bamboo)

• Products: Bamboo shoot, bamboo culms

2. Methodology

Field visits: February 2022

• Key informant interviews: 

ü 5 village leaders

ü 8: local traders

ü 11: Bamboo farmers

• Direct observations

Data analyses

• Qualitative: Grouping by themes and interpretation; narrations; content analysis, trend 
analysis, comparative analysis

• Quantitative: financial analysis

Van Chan district, Yen Bai province
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3. Results

Structure of bamboo shoot value chain in Van Chan district

Source: Own elaboration
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Bamboo shoot producer performance
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3. Results (cont.)

No Description USD/ton
1 Average garden gate price 638.30
2 Material and services cost 4.26
- Seedings 0.00
- Fertilizer 0.00
- Tools 4.26
3 Labor cost 231.49
- Land preparation 15.32
- Planting and replanting 20.43
- Thinning and weeding 25.53
- Harvesting 170.21
4 Land tax 0.00
5 Total cost (1+2+3+4) 235.74
6 Net profit (1-5) 402.55
7 Profit margin (6/1) (%) 63.07
8 Valued added (3+4+6) 634.04

Table 1. Costs, profit margin, and value-added of bamboo shoot farmers

Source: Field data (2022).
Source: authors’ field work
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Bamboo shoot trader performance
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3. Results (cont.)

Table 2. Costs, profit margin, and value-added of bamboo shoot traders

No Description USD/ton

1 Household gate selling price 680.85

2 Material, equipment and services cost 652.34

- Purchase of bamboo shoot 638.30

- Transportation 14.04

- Interest 0.00

3 Labor cost (Loading and unloading, classification, packing, weight) 19.15

4 Taxes and local duties 0.00

5 Total cost (2+3+4) 671.49

6 Net profit (1-5) 9.36

7 Profit margin (6/1) (%) 1.38

8 Valued added (3+4+6) 28.51
Source: Field data (2022).
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Bamboo shoot pre-processing trader performance
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3. Results (cont.)

Table 3. Costs, profit margin, and value-added of bamboo shoot pre-processing traders

Source: Field data (2022).

No Description USD/ton
1 Factory gate selling price 1063.83
2 Material, equipment services cost 854.64
- Purchase of peeled bamboo shoot 765.96
- Firewood and packaging 29.79
- Salt 2.21
- Equipment depreciation 5.11
- water 0.51
- Transportation 51.06
- Interest 0.00
3 Labor cost (Loading and unloading, classification, weight, boil) 42.55
4 Taxes and local duties 2.55
5 Total cost (2+3+4) 899.74
6 Net profit (1-5) 164.09
7 Profit margin (6/1) 15.42
8 Valued added (3+4+6) 209.19
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Value-added distribution
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3. Results (cont.)

Table 4. Distribution of value-added across the bamboo shoot value chain

Source: Field data (2022).
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• Bamboo shoot production plays an important role in contributing to socio-economic 
development in mountainous areas

• Bamboo shoots: healthy food (rich proteins, vitamins, minerals and low fat, etc.)

• Unstable income from bamboo shoot production

• Significant barriers for upgrading bamboo shoot value chain (bamboo shoot plantation 
area, bamboo shoot investors, and distribution and marketing)

• Bamboo shoots have not been further processed for higher economic value

• Supportive policies from both government and private sector

4. Conclusion

Source: internet
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Thank you for your attention!
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Bamboo species can be harvested for shoot production in Vietnam

1. Dendrocalamus latiflorus ( Bát Độ in Vietnamese)  

2. Arundinaria sp ( Sặt in Vietnamese)

3. Maclurochloa tonkinensis sp.nov. (Giang in Vietnamese) 

4. Schizostachyum aciculare (Nứa in Vietnamese)

Annex


